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San Francisco Juvenile Justice Commission
Approved minutes of General Meeting
January 19, 2021
Via Zoom

CALLED TO ORDER
Commissioner Thomas called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m.
ROLL CALL

Comm. Carrion - absent
Comm. Smith - absent
Comm. Stewart - absent
Comm. Salvagione - present
Comm. Thomas - present
Comm. Turner — present

SWEARING IN

Judge Monica Wiley swore in Cheryl Sena, the newly appointed commissioner. Judge
Wiley thanked Commissioner Sena for volunteering her time and welcomed her to the
Commission. Commissioner Sena introduced herself the group.

CHAIR REPORT

e Commissioner Thomas reported on the Commissioner roles for 2021. She will serve as
Chair, Commissioner Smith will serve as Vice-chair, Commissioner Salvagione will
serve as Secretary, and Commissioners Stewart, Turner and Sena will serve as at-large
members.

e Commissioner Thomas noted that the Commission needs more members (there have been
as many as 12-15 in the past). She encouraged everyone to recruit interested and qualified
people.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The November 17, 2020 minutes were approved without revisions.

UNIFIED FAMILY COURT



Judge Monica Wiley was present but had to sign off for another meeting before reporting.

COURT SCHOOLS

No representative present

SPECIAL PROGRAMS FOR YOUTH

No representative present

JUVENILE PROBATION DEPARTMENT

Census: 10; 8 male, 2 female
Chief Paula Hernandez and Director Bobby Uppal were present.

Community based programming is continuing. Due to COVID-19 the programming is
still virtual.

Due to SB 823, Juvenile Hall now houses youth up to age 25. Of the current count, 50%
are non-minor dependents (age 18-25). Chief Hernandez explained the change is due to a
state level decision to increase the age group as a result of changes in the Department of
Juvenile Justice. Older youth can now be housed at Juvenile Hall if there are no adult
charges pending.

Juvenile Hall currently has 5 units open. There is an isolation/intake unit, 2 quarantine

units and 2 general population units. Now that older youth are being housed, they have
the general population units split up by age. There is a 17 and under unit and an 18 and
over unit.

The report from the Blue Ribbon panel has not yet been released.

The Juvenile Hall work groups continue to meet. A seventh group was added. It is the
Diversion Services group. The groups have not yet reached an agreement on their post
closure recommendations. Their proposal is due to the Board of Supervisors in June of
2021.

The targeted Juvenile Hall closure date of December 31, 2021 remains. Chief Hernandez
noted that it will take about a year to permit a new facility. The court is still responsible
for finding suitable housing for the youth.

Director Uppal reported on the school program. The older youth are assessed for
continued education. If the youth are under 19, they can participate in the school
programming. If they are too far behind in their high school curriculum or too old, they
are assisted with getting a GED. If youth are high school graduates, they receive
assistance to enroll at City College. Staff provides support to the youth in this process.

The target date for reopening in person school is January 25, 2021. The education center
will be deep cleaned. There will be disinfectant and sanitation products available in each



classroom. To reduce the number of contacts, a separate classroom will be used for each
living unit. All are required to wear masks and social distance. Additional PPE is
available to all.

e Teachers are ready and looking forward to coming back for in person learning. School
has been virtual with staff support. Currently the teachers meet virtually with the youth
every school day. They provide work through the staff. The staff scans and emails the
work back. This process has been working well.

e The youth are allowed visitors daily for a minimum of 45 minutes. All visits are virtual.
There has been an increase in telephone calls. The youth have a lot of contact with
family.

PUBLIC COMMENT

e There were a number of visitors who all introduced themselves. Kasie Lee from the
Juvenile Unit of the DA’s office: Julie Traun, director of court programs at BASF;
Michael Whelan, a member of BASF’s juvenile panel; and Lana Kreidie, the
administrator of the Juvenile Delinquency panel at BASF.

ADJOURNMENT

6:13 p.m.



